INDIAN RECREATIONS*                    SOI

mfiances of extraordinary longevity. Even tbofe
who are permitted to cat meat, are rnjoined to do it
fparingly. Their meals are only two; a circutn-
itancc favourable to health, but which il^ms to <>ive
them a Icfs decided advantage over the Muffulmans
than might be imagined*

EVERY Hindoo believes, that after death his foul
continue* to exift, and to animate iomc being more
or lefs dignified, according to his pa it life ; and that
after undergoing a number of metamorphofes, fuf-
f.cicul for its purification, it will be abforbed into the
divine e Hence. Some, it is laid, u believe that their
fouls are fent back to the fpot where their bodies
were burnt, there to wait till new bodies are pre-
pared for their reception. This was one of the
opinions of Plato, which feems to have been adopted
by the primitive ChrifHans ; for an ordinance of the
church of Rome forbids having lights, or making
merriments in the church yard at night, left they
fliould difturb the fouls that might come thither***
Tt fecms alfo to have been a notion of the Jews, that
$he human foul animated fcvcral bodies fucceflivcly,
and that a man Jn the prefent life might fuffcr for
tjie puiiifhment oi guilt contracted in a previous ftate
of

THE drefs of the inferior part 6f the natives has?
^Iready been noticed ; that of the higher ranks docs
not exclude magnificence nor elegance. Botli Ma-
Jiomedans and Hindoos of condition wear a Jama*
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